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Abstract

This article explores the formation of the Phu Tai ethnic community. This kind of
formation is considered a new circumstance of ethnic communities which arises amidst the
transformation of nation-states in Southeast Asia. Academicians once theorized contexts of
ethnicity in terms of Heteroglossia caused by the differences in the interpretations of
individuals or agencies. Differences of interpretation arose through inconsistency in ethnic
cultural influences and resulted in a group’s inability to claim itself as a unitized-ethnic
community because the ethnicity was bonded and created by the power of the nation-state. Thus,
this article explains the attempt of Phu Tai ethnic communities to unitize their transnational
communities in Southeast Asia.

The results indicate that Phu Tai transnational ethnic communities unitize themselves
through the narratives created by transnational Phu Tai groups. However, these narratives were
created by different communities and different purposes of community unitization, which led to
the ambiguity of transnational ethnic community unitization. When the purpose of community
unitization is blurred, Phu Tai transnational communities are challenged by difficulties in
community unitization.

Keywords: Phu Tali, ethnicity, transnational communities

* This paper is part of an ongoing Doctor of Philosophy Thesis on The Construction of Transnational Imagining
Community of “Phu-Tai”; Post-Nationallist Ideology of Ethnicity., Department of Sociology, Faculty of Humanities
and Social Sciences, Khon Kaen University. The researchers wish to thank Center for Research on Plurality in the
Mekong Region of Khon Kaen University for support for the research and the presentation of this paper at the IC-
HUSO 2016.
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Transnational Relations of Lao Female Migrant Workers
in Mukdahan Province

YR a o o *
ﬂ%ﬂuauwué{f’muﬂu%aﬂLL’i\‘i\‘l’m‘ViaJ”\‘la’l'ﬂuiNWngﬂﬂ’Wi’]'i

Wataneenada Jongkaew' and Patcharin Lapanun?

1MA Student, Mekong Studies Program
2|_ecturer, Department of Sociology and Anthropology
L2Center for Research on Plurality in the Mekong Region (CERP)
L2Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Khon Kaen University, Thailand
YE-mail: princess_24wj@hotmail.com, *E-mail: : lapanun@gmail.com

Abstract

This article focuses on the transnational relations of Lao female migrants working as maids, sales
clerks, restaurant workers and babysitters in Mukdahan province. The concepts of agency and gender
were employed as the framework of the study and the qualitative research method was used. The data
were collected by interviews and participatory and non-participatory observation. The article aims to
understand the ways in which these migrant workers have maintained relationships with their homeland
and the reasons behind these connections. The results reveal various methods of navigating transnational
relations including sending remittances, returning for visits, sending home goods like food and electric
appliances, visiting of family members, and communication through mobile phone and internet. These
transnational relations denote more than economic ties between migrants and their family members at
home. They also signify the obligation of “dutiful daughters” gratifying their parents, the conformation of
community belonging, the expression of success of those who migrated to work elsewhere, and the
migrants’ family status. Although maintaining relationships with their homeland has caused burdens and

anxiety for these female migrants, they do not neglect sustaining such ties.

Keywords: Transnational relations, Lao female migrant workers, transnational migration

* This article is part of a thesis titled: Adaptation, Negotiation and Transnational Relations of Lao Female Migrant Workers in
Mukdahan Province which was granted by Center for Research on Plurality in the Mekong Region, Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences, Khon Kaen University.
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Abstract

This article is part of a thesis, “The Practice of Everyday Life of Cart Carriers at the Rong
Kluea Market, Thai-Cambodia Border,” focusing on the struggles of Cambodian workers
working as cart carriers. Guided by Michel de Certeau’s concept of the practice of everyday life,
the study employed qualitative research methodology. The study reveals that the Cambodians
working as cart carriers in Rong Kluea Market lived under diverse conditions, some of which
were very difficult. They had no source of livelihood, so this Thai-Cambodia border market was
for them an “area of opportunity” where they could earn their living. Meanwhile, the power of
the state and capital that control and manage trading, traders, buyers and cart carriers in this
market is complex. This power is exercised through rules, regulations and procedures associated
with managing the market and transporting goods across the border. This article reveals that cart
carriers did not entirely surrender to this power. Rather, they negotiated with both the state and
capital power through various methods, including “deceptive practices” through the arrangement
of goods so as to take as large amount as possible on each trip. These methods included
"choosing routes of transportation" to save time and freight costs, and “using chaotic periods” at
the outposts to their advantage in dealing with customers and moving the goods across the
border. The everyday life practices of cart carriers suggest that the continuity and intensity of
cross-border activities does not imply that the border line becomes blurred and power of the state
controlling the border area becomes weakened. Rather, the state, capital and people developed
“strategies” and “tactics” for maintaining their power or for their survival.

Keywords: border market, everyday life practices, cart carriers, border area
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support for the research and this paper presentation.
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