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Abstract

This article is a case study of a local fair organized at Thung Sumrit Heroism Memorial, Phimai
District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province based on the historic story of Thung Sumrit heroism
during the reign of King Rama Ill. This area has been changing rapidly in terms of economics
and socio-cultural conditions. As a qualitative research project, participant observation, non-
participant observation and semi-structured interviews with key informants and other informants
were employed as main data collection technigues.

The results show that this local fair has been organized by the local community annually
for long time. During the past seven years, local politicians, governmental offices, and private
enterprises have taken part more actively in the organization of the local fair. These changes have
raised the local culture by commodification and brought local history into a unique place in the
local fair. The local fair not only promotes cultural tourism in the area but also publicizes this
local history to the general public and future generations. In addition, the Thung Sumrit Heroism

Memorial has become a center of cultural tourism.

Keywords: Commodification, cultural process, local history, historical space, Thung Sumrit
Heroism Memorial

* This paper is part of an ongoing Master of Arts Thesis on Thung Sumrit Memorial Heroism : The commodification
of Local Culture., Department of Sociology, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Khon Kaen University. The
researchers wish to thank Center for Research on Plurality in the Mekong Region of Khon Kaen University for
support for the research and the presentation of this paper at the IC-HUSO 2016.
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The Saek New Year: Construction of Ethnic Identity in the Area of New
Year’s Day and the Sum-Soi Contest

AguLEn : NMsUsznavaidndnealvInuglununugUlmivasnisuszniadues

Wongsakon Boonkead' and Kaeota Chantranuson?

Center for Research on Plurality in the Mekong Region (CERP)
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Khon Kaen University, Thailand
'E-mail: wongsakonboonkead@gmail.com, 2E-mail: kjanthra@gmail.com

Abstract

This article discusses the phenomenon of the construction of ethnic identity in regard to the New
Year’s Day of the Saek people in Ban At Samat subdistrict, Mueang district, Nakhon Phanom
province. The study is based on the concept of identity construction together with qualitative
research methods to understand the context and conditions of “Saek-ness.”

The results indicate that the physical area of communities of Saek people in Ban At Samat
Subdistrict has become significant for the social history of Saek people in showing their identity
in the context of promoting cultural tourism. The Sum-Soi (street decorations) were divided and
named with meanings connected to stories and memories in local social history and culture. This
took place together with the presentation of “Saek-ness” in At Samat subdistrict with
multicultural forms, such as costumes, rituals and Saek language, etc., in the tradition of the

“Saek New Year” or “Tai Saek New Year.”

Keywords: Saek New Year, Tai Saek New Year, ethnic identity

'MA Student, Mekong Studies Program, Faculty of Humanities and Social Science, Khon Kaen University.
*Lecturer, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Faculty of Humanities and Social Science, Khon Kaen
University.
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Consumption of Phi Ta Khon Cultural Products
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Sarun Amatyakul®, Yaowalak Apichatvullop?, Thanapauge Chamaratana®
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Abstract

The consumption of cultural products differs from that of other products as consumers
tend to value the products implicitly imbued with culture. This research is based on sociological
context and economic context for investigation of the consumption of Phi Ta Khon cultural
products and variables correlated with the variables influencing the consumption level of culture
products. The 385 subjects of this study were consumers of Phi Ta Khon cultural products. The
data were collected through interviews from January to March 2016. The collected data were
analyzed using descriptive analysis, Chi-Square and Exact Test, while the multiple variables
were analyzed using the stepwise regression analysis. The findings reveal that according to the
analysis of the consumption level of the culture-based product, the mean score is 3.9 out of 5,
which is moderate level. The variables affecting Phi Ta Khon-based products at statistical
significance of 0.05 include career, which has rather low correlation and followed by the social
status, which has low correlation. The factors affecting the consumption level of Phi Ta Khon-
based products at statistical significance of 0.05 include goodwill and local support, influence of
media, marketing and commercials, customers’ attitudes towards cultural industry, and sign and
economic value, with unstandardized regression coefficient of 0.163, 0.114, 0.157, 0.140 and
0.116, respectively. In addition, students have a high level of consumption, compared to other
careers, accounting for 55.2 percent.

Keywords: Consumption, Phi Ta Khon cultural product, cultural industry, creative economy
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Abstract

Many studies show that teens who become mothers are powerless and face numerous
pressures. This paper views teen mothers as human agencies who continue struggling to
overcome difficulties in their everyday life without surrendering to the dominating socio-cultural
structure. The paper focuses on teen mothers’ problems and practices in their families. Nineteen
teen mothers living in Khon Kaen province participated in this study. The data were analyzed
under the framework of the practice of everyday life of Pierre Bourdier. Qualitative research
methodology was employed in the study. The data were collected by recording the participants’
life histories together with in-depth interviews and observation. Content analysis was used to
analyze the data. The findings show that teen mothers faced unacceptance and bias from their
family and the family of their boyfriend, often leading to quarrels. In response they used certain
kind of habitus, including “being patient and having a happy outlook”, in order to handle the
situations under their individual capital. This included the use of cultural capital, including “sin-
merit,” “doctor’s decision” and symbolic capital, including “a child”, to negotiate with the
family in order to be recognized. This paper thus argues that under limited resources, teen
mothers were able to use their habitus, cultural capital and symbolic capital to negotiate with
other family members for their social position and to transform their status from “victim" to
"agency.”

Keywords: capital, habitus, problems management, negotiation, teen mother
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