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Abstract

This article aims to explain similarities and differences between Buddhist and
Brahminical beliefs about the Naga in the social context of Isan. Using the concept of
faith to help in analyzing the phenomenon that is related to Buddhism and Brahmanism,
the author analyzed relevant articles and theses and conducted research on rituals of
worshiping serpents by Isan people living near the Mekong River in Mukdahan. Isan
society has stories of the Naga bound to the life of the Isan people in ritual, agriculture,
art and architecture. This is due to the influence of ancient beliefs and religions. They all
blend together to become the identity of the Isan people. In the Naga belief about the
serpent in Buddhism, there is a belief that the serpent exists and is a believer in
Buddhism. The serpent belief in the traditions of various merit-making rituals, such as
the ordination ceremony, Buddhist Lent, rocket festival, Lai Reua Fai, etc. The
Brahministic belief is that the serpent, Naga is the throne of Vishnu. The name is Phaya
Anananakarat, the origin of the legendary Narayan. Although Buddhist and Brahmanical
myths and beliefs differ from each other, Brahmins appear as ritual performers in many

Buddhist practices and rituals and prayers often combine Buddhism and Brahmanism.
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