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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the meanings of the loanword “Oppa” in Thai
language by using the classification criteria of semantic change (Breal, 1897). The meanings from
the context of the texts were considered. The data were derived from 18 newspaper news searched
from Mic-e-Library (the word “Oppa” was found 24 times). The results showed that the meaning
of the term “Oppa” is generalized. That is, the original meaning of the term “Oppa” is “brother”,
but when it is used as a loanword in Thai language, three meanings are used, in descending order,
namely (1) males (Thai or Korean males) with positive physical characteristics, (2) Korean males
and (3) Korea. Especially, the first meaning, it refers to both Thai and Korean men who are
handsome, cute and charming; have good profile and good shape and dress well. All these three
meanings are connected. The common meanings of the first meaning and the second meaning are
“Korean” and “males”. The common meaning of the second meaning and the third meaning is
“Korean” while the common meaning of the third meaning and the first meaning is “Korean”. It
is interesting that the trend of the meaning of the term “Oppa” in Korean used as a loanword in

Thai language may be shifted to good looking (Thai) males only.
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2. Method
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3. Results

This section should be organized in order to answer each of your research questions.
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4. Discussion and Conclusion
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