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Abstract

This article aims to collect terms referring to ‘cutting’ used in Vietnamese and analyze
semantic elements of those terms by applying componential analysis theory proposed by Nida
(1979). The researcher collects the Vietnamese cutting terms from Vietnamese dictionaries,
and informants.

Results of the study reveal that there are 21 terms that are meant to cutting in
Vietnamese. Those terms can be categorized into four categories; types of items being cut,
attributes of items being cut, tools being used for cutting, and purposes of cutting. Each
category consists of different components that differentiates meanings of those 21 terms.

The study also suggests that majority of the cutting terms involve cooking, yet there are
some ‘cutting’ terms that refer to the Vietnamese daily life. This study thus shades light on
points of view which are realized through Vietnamese language as well as develop
understandings on language and culture of different groups.
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2. Method
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3. Data collection
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4. Results
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5. Conclusion and Discussion
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