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Abstract
This article aims to demonstrate the “desire” of migrants that occurs continuously and

endlessly. The study applied the qualitative methodological approach in Sawang village, Udon
Thani province. The data were collected from documents related to migration, in-depth interviews,
non-participant observation, and fieldwork data conducted in June 2019 by author. The article
focuses on the experience of a migrant by considering internal and external conditions that affected
the desire to migrate. The results of the study under the migration phenomenon at Sawang village
have been continuously developed for more than 30 years. Almost every household in the village
has members with experience in both local and transnational migration. There are people who have
experience migrating to many countries and many people who have migrated more than once,
whether the migration was successful or not. The study examined expectations and experiences
in traveling to foreign countries, both before migration and after migration, which is constantly
changing. The research found that the dynamic of the desire of migrant workers is as follows:
career paths for economic security, good family life, international experience, financial
independence, and life. Desires arise from the experience and background of each migrant in
particular. The researchers can identify the common points of conditions that affect the dynamic
of desire, including family situations, career conditions before migration, migration experience,

job characteristics in the destination country, and society and culture.
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