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Abstract

The objective of this article was to examine the study of Laos through Herbert Warington
Smyth’s travel record (Five Years in Siam, from 1891 to 1896) using the historical study method
and the Thai version published by the Fine Arts Department in 2001. Additionally, to support the
study, related dissertations, articles and other documents were used. The study found that Smyth
was an English geologist who had worked for the Siamese government. In 1893 he entered Laos
to conduct a mining survey. During that period, Laos had become a colony of France and was no
longer a colony of Siam. For this survey, European modern scientific and technological methods
were used. These methods included using specialized knowledge of geology, maps, compasses,
modern photo sketching techniques, and use of data from travellers and important persons who had
previous surveying experience in Siam and Laos, such as Sir John Bowring, Henri Mouhot, James
McCarthy, and August Pavie. Smyth’s travel record describes Laos as having bountiful resources
and it describes the people’s way of life, livelihood, ethnic groups, customs and cultures. Moreover,
it also mentions the plagues that occurred in Laos and the entrance of the Haw Chinese. Views of
Lao people were diverse. Some were admired, while some others were viewed negatively. Western

views were in the center.

Keywords: Lao, Herbert Warington Smith, Westerner, travel record
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