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Abstract

This article aimed to examine memory building related to Sukarno in Indonesia’s social
study textbooks. The historical approach was used and three main documents of the Ministry of
Education were analyzed. Two of them were Primary 5 social studies textbooks. The first book
was written by Siti Syamsiyah, and the second by Endang Susilaningsih and Linda S. Limbong.
The third book was a knowledge strengthening book, i.e. Indonesian leaders who liked reading
(Tokoh Indonesia yang Gemar Baca Buku), written by Eri Smarwan, 2017 version.

The study found that the aims of writers and the Ministry of Education were as follows.
The expectation was that, with the help of these textbooks, the students would become intelligent
and committed citizens, equipped with responsibility and happiness. Regarding memorialization
of Sukarno in textbooks, based on the study of the three textbooks, the following four points were
found: 1) memorializing Sukarno’s fight for independence, 2) Sukarno’s zeal in preparation for
the declaration of independence, 3) Sukarno’s leadership in declaring independence, and, 4)
Sukarno and maintenance of independence after the proclamation of liberty. Moreover, another
aspect, the detailed remembrance of Sukarno was emphasized. Sukarno was made into a national
hero who led the country to independence. Through him, the country was liberated from
domination by the Netherlands and Japan, a point that is frequently emphasized. However, after
declaring independence in 1945, under Sukarno’s leadership, failures related to national
administration are not mentioned.
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Tuhan memberkati kemerdekaan kita itu.” (2008:184)
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