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Abstract

This article analyzes Indonesian writing about the colonial period in Primary 5
textbooks using the historical approach. For analysis, the Primary 5 social studies textbook (Iimu
Pengetahuan Sosial untuk SD/MI Kelas 5), published by the Ministry of Education in 2008, was
mainly used. In addition, other documents, including theses, research, and articles were also
utilized. The research found that compulsory education is valued by the Ministry of Education.
Access to this textbook by students, teachers, domestic and foreign schools was expected. Students
were expected to be grateful. Regarding the book’s contents, the study found that during
colonialization by the Netherlands, Britain and Japan, for the nation’s youth, history was written
by the state and was mainly negative. The oppression and exploitation that occurred under the
Netherland’s VOC company’s operation were emphasized. They caused sufferings to Indonesian
people. Consequently, through eight wars were fought to remove the intruders and gain
independence./ Moreover, the roles of youth organizations that had announced young people’s
vows (Sumpah Pemuda) were emphasized. As role models these young people fought against
Japan and subsequently, the country gained national independence. Furthermore, many national
male and female heroes emerged. However, the Netherland’s negative aspects were emphasized.
Only one positive aspect was mentioned, i.e. Douwes Dekker was praised as the one who caused
the Netherlands assembly to consider and terminate the agricultural system that oppressed
Indonesian people.
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