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Abstract

The objective of this article was to examine how the foundation for national youth
is laid down in Indonesian language textbooks for Primary 1. The historical approach was used by
analyzing Primary 1 textbooks (Bahasa Indonesia untuk Sekolah Dasar Kelas 1). To reinforce the
study, documents, including theses, articles, etc. were also utilized. The findings are as follows.
The aims of the Ministry of Education and the writers are similar, i.e., as seen in the following two
points. (1) Following the written culture of Islamic scholars, God is thanked and praised. (2)
Students are expected to have skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing. In the Primary 1
Indonesian language textbook, most national youth grounding content is on the family. This shows
that the state has high appreciation of families. In addition, gender-based work divisions are
instilled. Moreover, in regard to students, loving oneself, friends, families and nation are
emphasized. Through players, i.e. Lani, Rina, Andi, Rudi, and Rico, virtues and ethics have been
inserted. Honesty, kindness, diligence, physical cleanliness and concern for the environment are

emphasized, thus reflecting the Indonesian government’s laying down of foundation for youth..
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