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Abstract
The objective of this study is to learn cosmology in the Texts and Padtong Rites of
Taidam Ethnic group at Naphanad Village, Chiangkhan District, Loei Province, Thailand. The
researchers studied by collecting information, documents, oral literature, interviews
together with observation.
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The result of the study found that cosmology in the Texts and Padtong Rites
consists of the Heaven (Muang Fah) and the Earth (Muang Lum). The Heaven is the
habitation of God naming “Thaen” and the Earth is the habitation of Human. Taidam
people worship Thaen, believing that Thaen is the holiest and most powerful who built
everything on the Earth and control all the universe, spirits and human. Forefather spirits
travel between the Heaven and the Earth. Taidam believe that forefather spirits help them,
protect and make their families happy with rich life necessities. Humans have duty to hold
Padtong Rites for forefather spirits so as to show gratitude to them. Whether the forefather
spirits are happy or not depends on Padtong Rites that their grandchildren humans do. This
belief is presented in the texts and Padtong Rites that show the power and relationship
between spirits and humans.

Keywords: Cosmology, Padtong Rites and Taidam Ethnic Group

Introduction

Taidam Ethnic group is the large group of Tai people from Vietnam, Dien Bein Phu.
They moved to Thailand because of political reason and they live in many places in Thailand.
Taidam has many names, such as Phutaidam, Taisongdam, Song, Taisong and Laosong.
Taidam people called themselves “Tai, Phutai, Phutaidam or Taidam” of which meaning is
the Tai Ethnic people who is independence. “Dam” means dressing by black apparel. The
name “Taidam” also refers to one of many tribes dressing in black.

Taidam is the one of Ethnic groups who has inherited culture and tradition for a long
time. They had the original habitation at Twelve Thai Kingdom or the province of Dien Bien
Phu in the northeast of present Vietnam. The study of historical documents showed that
Taidam Ethnic group migrated to Thailand many times and scattered in many places in
Thailand. Taidam Ethnic group at Naphanad village, Chiangkhan District, Loei Province,
Thailand immigrated to Thailand in the years 1880-1885. Phettabong Singlorkham (2005)
described that Taidam Ethnic group of Naphanad immigrated from Twelve Thai Kingdom to
Thailand 5™ time in the reign of King Rama 5 and settled down at Naphanad village since
1917 up to present. Taidam Ethnic group of Naphanad have been keeping the tradition and
culture continuously and consistently. The rites of Padtong is one of the rites of Taidam
Ethnic group. They have Padtong rites to express gratitude to ancestor spirits because
regards forefather spirits as religion of their life.

Padtong rites is held by bringing many kind of foods offering to forefather spirits to
the forefather spirits room called “Kalorhong”. The word “Padtong” means “put it, set it”.
So, Padtong is bringing trays of foods and offerings to Kalorhong room and give to
forefather spirits so that they can have food to eat the same as when they were alive. And
they make the live people remember and bless them. Taidam believe that forefather spirits
help them, protect and make their family happy with rich life neccessities.

There are two types of Padtong rites: Padtong for forefather spirits of high level
(forefather spirits who is descended from the King in the past) and Padtong for forefather



spirits of normal level (forefather spirits who is plebeian). Padtong rites for forefather
spirits of high level and normal level are not held on the same day.

Considering from the texts and Padtong rites, the researchers found that interesting
issues is cosmology in texts and Padtong rites of Taidam Ethnic group in Naphanad village,
Chiangkhan District, Loei Province, Thailand. This article focuses on study about Padtong
rites, what Padtong rites shows about cosmology and what Padtong show about the
traditional belief in the past?

Objective
To study about cosmology in texts and Padtong rites of Taidam Ethnic group at
Naphanad village, Chiangkhan District, Loei Province, Thailand.

Scope of Research

This research is a qualitative research from data about texts and Padtong rites of
Taidam Ethnic group at Naphanad village, Chiangkhan District, Loei Province, Thailand. And
study all of information, document, interview and participant observation.

Results of Research

Cosmology means knowledge that finds out the truth of world and the universe in
dimension of the birth, structure of the earth and the universe. The concept of cosmology
has related to supernatural belief that Taidam people have about forefather spirits, Thaen
(God), and Kwan (Soul), ghosts. So their religious belief is Animism which focuses on ghosts
or spirits.

Cosmology in texts and Padtong rites consists of two levels: the Heaven (Muang Fah)
and the Earth (Muang Lum). Taidam people believe that when a human dies, his Kwan (Soul)
will be away from his body. This belief is the same as the concept of Animism (Soul) in
Buddhist Society. When a human dies, his body is cremated at the cemetery. But before
burning the dead body, the worship leader will pray to send Kwan (Soul) of deceased to the
Heaven (Muang Fah). Padtong rites are held to call forefather spirits descend from the
Heaven and to get the foods offering.

Cosmology that appears in the texts and Padtong rites includes two cities as
followed:

1. The Heaven (Muang Fah)

The Heaven (Muang Fah) of Taidam Ethnic is the very rich, large and spacious city
in the sky. Abundance who live there is Animism of forefather spirits and the ten Gods
(Thaen). This place is the city of sacred area. So Muang Fah is the Heaven of Taidam Ethnic
group. Muang Fah consists of many levels in which different human Kwan (Soul) stay.



» “Heun Pan Luang”

“Heun Pan Noi”

v

The places on the Heaven(Muang Fah) in texts and Padtong rites is “Heun Pan
Luang, Heun Pan Noi , and Damdoi. And there is saying about Thaen in the texts and
Padtong rites.

1.1 Heun Pan Luang is the inhabitance of Singlorkham Family or the ruler of Taidam
people in the past. When a human of Singlorkham Family died, his Kwan (Soul) went up to
stay in Heun Pan Luang. Heun Pan Luang is the highest in the universe of Taidam people.
This place is magical and the souls can live happily without working.

1.2 Heun Pan Noi is the inhabitance of Singlor Family. In the past, Singlor Family
was the second from the King. After a human of Singlor Family died, his Kwan (Soul) went
up and stay in Heun Pan Noi. This place has the highest mountains in the universe. Before
getting up to the Heun Pan Noi, Kwan (Soul) had to pass many places the same as
Singlorkham Family. Heun Pan Noi is the highest of the universe but second from Heun Pan
Luang.

Damdoi

1.3 Damdoi is the hight inhabitance of normal human souls. There are of Singwee,
SingKka, and Singkwang Famailies. This is like the human city in the world. There a lot of
houses, rice fields and gardens. Anyone living in Damdoi has to make a living and build a



house by themselves. Moreover, there are a clean well for drinking water called
“Bornamsangkinyen”.

Muang of Thean (God)

1.4 Muang of Thaen. Thaen is the God living in the Heaven who has power over
everything. He can aspire everything in the world. Humans must do good deeds to receive
merely from the God. Humans must not make the God to angry or else he can make them
receive bad things or have troubles. Thus, human life is under the power of Thaen.
According to Taidam, there are 10 Gods, such as Thaenluang, Thaenpuakalawee, Thaenchat,
Thaennan, Thaenboon, Thaenker, Thaenkor, Thaensing, Thaensad and Thaennungkhao. All
of Thaens have different mission to control the humans in the world. One part of the texts
and Padtong rites says.
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“This paragraph says, “ Now the New Year time has come, The parents (Called the
names of forefather spirits), You have been up to hibernate with Thaen (God) on the Heaven
already. We do the Padtong rites for you. We call you to come down to get offerings. We
have many kind of foods, such as, Pickled bamboo shoot soup, Boiled chicken with bamboo
shoots, sticky rice. Parents come down to eat, smell of, alcohol. Everyone please come down
to eat and when you finish eating, we ask you for taking care all of descendants. We wish
you happiness the same as when you lived in the world. We ask you for help all of
descendants not to get sick nor anything bad”.

(Interview and texts: Dedyod Paisoon 26-27 Sep,2015)



From the text used in Padtong rites in September and October. Taidam people
believe that, this month, forefather spirits go up to hibernate with Thaen on the heaven.
When time to get foods (Padtong rites) from descendants in the human world comes,
forefather spirits take a leave from Thaen on the heaven and come down to stay at
Kalorhong. Thaen has the power to allow forefather spirits to come down to get foods in
Padtong rites. If anyone of people in a family gets bad things or troubles when the home
spirit is not present the world (Kalorhong). Taidam people believe that Thaen would
imprison the home spirit at the Heaven, not allowing to come down and get foods in
Padtong rites. So, the descendants (Human) in the world have do the rites to ask for
permission of Thaen to let the home spirit come down and get foods. This belief presents
how Thaen influences human, spirits and all ghosts and the relationship between spirits and
humans.

From an interview, Sei Soinpueyyung (6,Apirl 2015) says “ When a person dies, the
leader of Padtong rites will tell Kwan or soul to Muang Fah (the Heaven). The spirits of
Singlorkham Family went up to Heun Pan Luang, those of Singlor Family to Heun Pan Noi ,
and those of normal humans to Damdoi. These three places are on the heaven (Muang Fah)
but in the past Taidam people divided society in levels. So people had different mission in
society. But Singlorkham Family was the King of Taidam Ethnic group and the second was
Singlor Family. Social structure have effected this belief and people in the society have done
this for a long time, and it has been accepted in their society.”

2. The Earth (Muang Lum)

The Earth (Muang Lum) is the city where the human live. This city has human’s
houses, country, city region. Muang Lum is opposite to Muang Fah as people of Muang Lum
believe in Ecology. So, Taidam Ethnic group like to have settlement in the mountainous
areas. They believe the land is rich and the water flows all year. When studying about the
texts and Padtong rites the researchers found that the belief in the texts and Padtong rites
composed of two types of cities - the physical city and the sacred area

» Muang Lum (The Earth)




2.1 The physical city is a city that has nature constituent of the Earth. There
are geographic elements, such as size of the city, location (Latitude) topography, climate,
and nature. Human’s houses or inhabitants is the physical city. Humans living in Muang Lum
are responsible to hold Padtong rites for their forefather spirits. Forefather spirits travel
between the Heaven and the Earth. Taidam Ethnic group believe that forefather spirits can
help and protect them from everything and make all of people get blessed and abundant.
The relationship mentioned above is said in texts of Padtong rites as followed:
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“Grandfather and Grandmother hibernating on the Heaven (Muang Fah). Today,
please come down to get foods in Padtong rites. All of descendants bring a lot of food to
give you. Do come down here and eat all of the food; whatever you don’t like, do not eat it ,
and whatever you like, you can eat all of it. If it’s delicious you can eat a lot, and be full. We
invite everyone to come down to join.”

(Interview and texts : Dedyod Paisoon : 26-27 Sep 2015)

From the texts and Padtong rites, we found that Padtong rites is important for
Taidam Ethnic group. Padtong rites make forefather spirits happy. This relationship show
the close relationship between forefather spirits and descendants. Taidam people do not
lose forefather from them because their forefather will be back to the Kalorhong with them
every year.

2.2 The sacred area is the word from relationship between the Heaven
(Muang Fah) and the Earth (Muang Lum) and refers to structure of the universe. This place
is the inhabitant of the sacred. The sacred area on the Earth is Kalorhong and Toob”

» Kalorhong”




From interview Chanachai Paisoon (7 Apirl,2015) saying: Muang Lum of Taidam is
the city under the sky. There are the houses, nature and planting rice is the main
occupation. Each family has “Kalorhong” - the sacred area where others cannot enter. The
family that have a descendant will have “Kalorhong” for forefather spirits to live in. But the
family with no descendant or has a daughter, Taidam people will built “ Toob” for forefather
spirits outside the house and give food to them outside. Kalorhong or Toob is sacred area.
Only a descendent can go inside the Kalorhong. But nowadays social has changed, Taidam
people welcome everyone into the village. The rules are not strict as before, such as when
they do the rites bffering to pray respect to forefather spirits, outsiders can attend the rites.

(Photo in Padtong rites by Natnaree T. September, 26-27: 2015)

In Padtong rites, every descendent will come together at Kalorhong for Padtong.
Some takes food up and put it at Kalorhong , survey all about foods such as chicken. Every
body must have dessert. Food an indispensable is boiled chicken, bamboo soup with
chicken, fish grille, honey, wasp, cricket (chung kung), bamboo boil, taro, potato, banana,
sugar cane, green papaya, fruit, after that take all of food put in salver.

(Photo in Padtong rites by Natnaree T. September, 26-27: 2015)



So, it can be seen Muang Fah and Muang Lum disport altogether. Vision of
Taidam Ethnic group consists of 2 big cities the important is Muang Fah and Muang Lum.
Muang Fah is the address of Human who is died. And Muang Lum is the Land of human live
and stay in the word.

Texts and Padtong rituals: Relationship with cosmology

Padtong rituals are held in September after home spirits go to present before the
God. As the saying “Bien kao Phi Huan taow Pai fao Thean”- Thai word means The
forefather spirits will go to stay with God (Thaen) for 1 month in “September”. While
forefather spirits are staying with the God (Thaen), Taidam people will do good thing, so it
can see that the human respect animism, supernatural belief and Taidam people accept this
as their life pattern. The religious belief of Taidam is a tool to control human behavior (social
control) because if anyone is infringe on tradition, he will become a ghost and people punish
him. Whereas people hold cultural pattern in social properly, they will get protection and
happy life from animism. Beliefs in spirits, therefore support social norms remain. Sumith
Phitipath (2002) said: The tradition of inviting forefather spirits to stay in the house of
Taidam people is the same as Chinese tradition. They admire labels and offering forefather
spirits in their houses to take care, safeguard descendents in the family. People in family will
always prepare foods and offerings for forefather spirits when an important incidence
appears. They will tell and ask for permission from forefather spirits, such as the birth of
new member, marriage, sickness, departure etc. So, the families of Taidam Ethic Group is
strengthened institution and the most important but Taidam people was control from
forefather spirits. This belief is still influences and role clearly in Taidam social up until now.

Cosmology model of Taidam People




Taidam Ethnic Group has an identity of the belief in forefather spirits, rites and
tradition in everyday life. Kwan (Soul) in Taidam belief consists of two groups - good soul
and evil soul. Good soul looks after and helps everyone with no involvement, but if anyone
do anything bad, evil soul will punish him and give unhappiness to him. Evil soul makes
human life get involvement.

Kwan (Soul) appearing in Padtong rites is good soul which Taidam people call
“Phireun” or forefather spirits. Taidam in Naphanad Village respect forefather spirits. They
have forefather spirits religion in their mind. “Phireun” is forefather spirit or when someone
in family dies, Taidam people will invite Kwan (Soul) of the deceased to come into the
family. They said “Aow Phi Kuen Reun” or invite Kwan (Soul) to the house. So, in each house
of Taidam people in Naphanad Village, there is a room for forefather spirits called
“Kalorhong”. This place is the same as tabernacle room and outsiders cannot go into this
room because it is against their tradition. Moreover, if a family has a daughter as a
successor, they will build a “Toob” outside the house for forefather spirits to live. So,
Forefather spirits have relationship with Muang Fah (the Heaven) and Muang Lum (the
Earth) because forefather spirits travel to and from these two cities. The city in the Heaven
is Heun Pan Luang, Heun Pan Noi and Damdoi as of the city in the Earth is Toob and
Kalorhong . So, Padtong rites are inherited for a long time and they obviously show the
cosmology of Taidam Ethnic Group.

Discussion

The study of cosmology in texts and Padtong rites of Taidam, Naphanad Villager ,
Chiangkhan District, Loei Province, Thailand consists of 2 levels. There are Muang Fah and
Muang Lum (the Heaven and the Earth).

Muang Fah is the inhabitance of Thaen (God) and forefather spirits. Thaen lives in
the Heaven but forefather spirits travel between Muang Fah (the Heaven) and Muang Lum
(the Earth). The inhabitance of forefather spirits in Muang Fah is called Heun Pan Luang,
Heun Pan Noi and Damdoi. The inhabitance of forefather spirits separates the social classes
or family line. Muang Lum is the human city. The human have to hold Padtong rites for
forefather spirits. The rites make them happy, have rich life. The inhabitance of forefather
spirits in Muang Lum (the Earth) is Kalorhong and Toob.

The end of study about the texts and Padtong rites showed cosmology. So, this place
has relationship with social structure whether the Heaven or the Earth of human of Taidam.
Moreover, the study on cosmology still continues to see Taidam Ethnic group hold on to
good things. When anyone dies, his Kwan (Soul) will go up to Muang Fah or the Heaven.
Cosmology of Taidam does not appear about the hell city, the same as Thai Buddhist
society, although they are an ethnic group who live in Thailand.



1BNA13014994
@ ¢ w A ) s ° o
PUSWY ”.lejfUEJ (AUN T WURIOU, 2558). TUNTHU, ‘5'9)3‘141§Jﬂ!ﬂﬁﬁluﬂ%!ﬂﬁﬂTﬁﬂ”lllf:]l,“lﬂ&!f’\,'.] 81!ﬂ91%213
s s oA s s '\ o 1 o o =) ar s
AU VIHIAUAE. ﬁuawmnmm IVI@H ﬁmunlmum GHUmGUMLf%}'.] DUNDIVUIATU NN IAIDY.
= o @ A a Qs 4 ad ° L
IARUDA ‘IijquJ. AUN 26-27 NUEIEY 2558). TUNTHU. ‘HMﬂﬂi%ﬂﬂleﬁ!ﬁHﬂﬁ%iﬂ“ﬁQ‘U'lu.
daa w M o Y | ° Y o ~ @ W
gruﬂ'wwmmm 17]@]'] ‘mumﬂmum ATUALVTEINT DIUNDIBYIATU IINIALALY.
a o o Ty o Y 1 o = v o 2
IWYTAZVDY aIHa0nN. (2548). mgmu”lmmmmﬂmum DUNDTUIATH DIWIUAL. (D U: LUDIAY

a o
NTIWUN.

= ara w 4 o a LT vl =
qiins Udianl. (2545). mawmazadnuyelndmiludvaesyin mssaigdnuisudoauu.

A o Sy e
ngUNW : 15INuW Lo ed. WIlAET.
daa

= s H as ¢ o 1
e Foudloga. (TR 6 wpww,2558). dunpel. Uswammthu, qudiniissua lndr thuuth

HUIA ﬁTUﬁl."U'ILLfgl)'J SUNDIFYIATU TIHIAIAY.



- af 1

Usenmadudininerds uminerdevauuiu (aUdun 7 /2559)
1399 HANTTRANTUMUETUALUNI SN B WS HA AN Tnus

dmsutinAneszaulnginfAne Uszanteuuszaunnd 2559 (5auil 2)

auitunainedy loRasandaassyuaduayuniswewnsnanuinginug Ingldnausinisinsanulsznadufininedy
unIvgndoveuunu (Uui 82/2558) a3 Mslviuaivayumsiseunsuanuiveiinug dwmivinfnwszdududiafine Ysingi
Han TRz oulvaiavslatuyus Sdwialull

o w a ) A o < a
1. sedageumsinsantildfuuinadiauananulunuszyuivinis

i L i s Jauin/ NSARNNIY il
9 Ya-dna GhH] AU sunuu : WHUDYUA
Useau Uszind Proceeding
1{ung 25%a] A31s5usml Jmnssuenans | W Juwvd [Oral  [Bend unAuatuLiy 25,000
2|une Wigunes eaauin Amnssueans | en (i |Oral  |eeawsidy  |uvnenuatiudiy 20,000
3| @3y neua wypwemansuasd] W [uwed |oral  |ddu unanuatuify 20,000
a|lwream Sviane aesan uywemansuazd W [unwid |Oral n'j Ju unANuatuLiy 20,000
/| 5|wian Asws Raafiun wysemaniuazd| W [uuned |oral  [inmdld uvAMaduiAy 20,000
A 6lwan alggud wyzuio uywarmansuasd] W [urwned |oral  [inwdls unANauLRY 20,000
7|wnan 1A AN Anwimans W [uwwd |oral  |ddu unAuatuLFy 20,000
8[un9a7 5581 ASaingny AnwrAans W |uwnsd [oral r‘gfﬂu unAnLatuLiy 20,000
9unean algws Aud Inenedns A (U@ |Oral E‘_U: Ju UNARLD 20,000
10[u9E WANNA ANTE wadamsuwung | I |uwnerd [Poster [TWsawng undngn 20,000
11|unan ausiod nsdine wadansuwnd | T [uwnwd [Poster |dyu UNANED 15,000
2. sw¥edirunsinsulildTuny widenimdngrunisaeuiuidisaudszan fissysunvunisinausunBui
UnsinIngnay ﬁquﬁqmﬁadaumﬂaumaashqﬁaa 2 duani Faaziansldsunua
o i Jinlinng Jmin/ QRPENTETION SRR
# Ua-EnNa ALY ¥AU suuuy
3 Ussyy |° Usund Proceeding Oral | Poster
1{ue affadng Ussyuiing FminssuAians | wn [uwnd [Oral  |Bend unAamatu@y | 25,000 20,000
2|ung duas uIws WEASANERS wn [uwiung@ |Oral aw%’gam%m unANNavUY 25,0001 20,000
71 3lwsan yaung asema UYWLAEARTY W |uwwd [oral — [inmdls unaaduieiy | 20,000{ 15,000
A 4lunan nmgaunan wueaau  [yvemanse W |Juwwwd [oral  [vvdla unauatuidiy | 20,000( 15,000
5|u4a11 quaun A Weeans I |uwned [Oral  |Fealds unauatuiy | 15,000 10,000
6|unan Innsal Fudly Inedans In |Junwnwid |Oral  |dealud unauatuify | 15,000( 10,000
7|we Auddand ladnual Jenssumani | W [unond [oral |y unAuatudis | 20,000( 15,000
8| w1y WaLway waneuia Jmnssueans | W [uwid [oral  |ddu unauaduiy | 20,000( 15,000
9lunany aigiuv Baaszwed  |Imnssummans W [wwd [oral ﬁj Ju unANLatULAY 20,000| 15,000




. < . | ms Jania/ AsRRulY g SITHIG
9 Yo-HNA A 30U | guskuu

i Uszay |° Uz Proceeding Oral | Poster
10{ure ANNSY Jumsiaun Ynssueans | W |unwnend |oral  |du uvAnuatuiin | 20,000 15,000
11{we 353l n13dilss Jenssumand | W |wwnd |oral  |diu uvauaduliy | 20,000 15,000
12|ue WA ATWAIS Insswmans | T |wnmd [oral | qiu unanuatudiy | 20,000| 15,000
13|uan auAgns auda FenssuAand W |uwend |oral  [inwdld unAuatiuLil 20,000( 15,000
14|ure nsIng wanad FAINTSUMANS W |uwnend |oral  |geana unaLatuLRy 20,000| 15,000
15|u19a717 NuuY dIanet Fusurvamans | Tn |uwnend |Poster [y LEER! 20,000 15,000
16/wnea1y nuan dqv vuswwmeenans | n |uwnd [Poster |duu undngs 20,000 15,000
17|w19a1 nsds laysa wadiansunvd | W [uwned |Poster [oeamside  [undneo 20,000| 15,000
18[Mr. NGUYEN QUANG VINH  |malulag W |uwnd |oral  |@esln unanuatuLRLy 10,000 10,000
19|unsan ofinenasal wilutdes  [Irminstumans W |Juwnd [oral | @eslu unanuatuidu 10,000| 10,000
20|ungan Ugws v walulad wn |uwned |Oral  |@esln uNAnta 10,000| 10,000
21[wr9a gnwna sa0 walulad wn |urnend |Oral el UNAnLe 10,000{ 10,000
22|ue SsedAnd nuataa AneErans W |uwned |Poster |ngamwe UNAAYD 7,000 7,000
23|unean uladd suzgdidy Fuawwvemaas | n |1 Poster [navnw unAnuatuLfy 5,000| 3,000

Lfi'aulﬂum's%’mqm

1. giifinadonuusznmamuasyssasdariunun Foadiiwfiatnasnindniteduyun lufudsansit 26 unsiau 25
ezl 3 - waziiuUsenunan 00 Hudull o eaFouauninniau 1 4u 3 ermsiva nafa
desrmnmsinieiunuafidifudusyssnaiuiu Fedndudasiimsusyanivastunouuasvdngumndndeiuyus

Wenrwgndawnusulsunsdndevaansgnsnmaduarasainsaiunsdndgvesulasunus

2. madndwduyus dudlunismudunauitudininedeivuaminiu

Usend o Yufl 20 unsIAY 2559

(Hdrwmansansddyed danvizaand)
FORMUUANEIVING

UfuinisunupuuAvdinIneay




